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One of the interesting facts about Daniel is that it is not written chronologically.  The first six 
chapters trace Daniel’s life in captivity under the Babylonian and Medo-Persian Empire.  They are 

largely historical narratives with a little bit of prophecy mixed in.  Chapters Seven through Eleven contain 
prophecies given to Daniel pertaining to things yet to come.  Chapter Seven, specifically, provides greater 
insight into the four kingdoms we learned about in Chapter Two.  As we will see, God has 20/20 vision of the 
future, down to the smallest detail.   
 

7:1-2 – A Vision in the Night 
“In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his bed: then 
he wrote the dream, [and] told the sum of the matters.  Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, 
and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea.” 
 
Divine Timing 
Based on what we’ve learned thus far in Daniel, what is the significance of Belshazzar’s reign in Babylon?  
Also, knowing that Chapter Seven will provide more detail about the kingdoms discussed in Chapter Two, 
why do you think Daniel received this vision at this time? 
  
 
 
 
 
 vision we are about to study was given to Daniel while he was sleeping, which appears to be a common 
mechanism the Lord used to communicate to man during Biblical times.  Daniel received other visions during 
his lifetime (Daniel 2:19, 8:1).  God came to Abram in a vision to give him comfort and protection 
(Genesis 15:1).  Joseph was visited in a dream when Mary was pregnant with Jesus (Matthew 1:20).  The 
Apostle Paul mentioned receiving visions (2 Corinthians 12:1).  I’ve also heard recent testimony of the Lord 
communicating to men in dreams, not providing new revelation, but giving personal direction.   
 
Daniel’s vision begins with the four winds of heaven (North, South, East, and West) blowing upon the “great 
sea.”  Knowing that this vision will develop our knowledge of the four world empires identified in Chapter Two, 
use the map below to determine the identity of the “great sea”. 
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7:3-8 – The Four Beasts 
“And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another. The first [was] like a lion, and had 
eagle's wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand 
upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it.  And behold another beast, a second, like to a 
bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and [it had] three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and 
they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh.  After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had 
upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it. After this 
I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had 
great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it [was] 
diverse from all the beasts that [were] before it; and it had ten horns. I considered the horns, and, behold, 
there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by 
the roots: and, behold, in this horn [were] eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.” 
    
Verse three tells us that four beasts came out of the sea, each one different from the other.  What could these 
four beasts be?  This grid will help us identify each of the beasts and will serve as a useful reference. 

 

Statue: Daniel 2 Empire Beasts: Daniel 7 

The Head of Gold Babylonian Empire   
 
  

The Arms and Chest of 
Silver 

Medo-Persian Empire   
 
 
 

The Girdle and Thighs of 
Bronze 

Grecian Empire   
 
 
 
 
 

The legs of Iron and feet 
made of Iron and Clay 

Roman Empire   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The first beast: Babylonian Empire 
The head of gold, the most precious metal of the statue, was used to 
identify Babylonia in Chapter Two.  Remember that Babylonia was the 
smallest of the world empires but considered to be the greatest empire.  
The Lord called Nebuchadnezzar a “king of kings” (Daniel 2:37).  The lion 
is often called the king of beasts and the eagle, at least in America, the 
king of birds.  The combination of the lion and eagle is a formidable beast.  
It is interesting to note that one of the ancient symbols of the Babylonian 
Empire was a winged lion with a human head.  Daniel would no doubt have 
recognized this symbolism.  Archaeologists have excavated glazed tile 
walls with pictures of lions built during Nebuchadnezzar’s reign.
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In Daniel’s vision, the wings of the eagle were plucked, it stood erect on its feet and a man’s heart was given 
to the beast, rather than a lion’s heart.  What do each of these symbols mean? 
 
Wings Plucked…   
  
 
 
 
 
Stood Erect on Feet & Man’s Heart Given 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The second beast: Medo-Persian Empire 
The second beast to come from the great sea is the resemblance of a 
bear raised up on one side.  Remember that the second empire is the 
result of an alliance between the Medes and the Persians.  As time went 
on, the Persians became the dominant force in the empire, thus the bear 
was raised up (stronger) on one side.   
 
Describe some of the characteristics of a bear, compared to a lion. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
We notice that the bear carried three ribs in its mouth.  In looking at the territorial map on Page One of this 
lesson, you see that the Medo-Persian empire was significantly larger than its predecessor, the Babylonian 
Empire.  Three of the Medo-Persian’s primary conquests were Babylon, Lydia, and Egypt.  The ribs may 
represent these conquests.   
 
The command was given to the bear to arise and “devour much flesh”.  What does this symbolize? 
  
 
 
 
 
 
The third beast: Grecian Empire 
As stated in Daniel 7:3, each of the beasts differed from one another.  The third beast is a leopard with four 
heads and four wings.  What strikes you about this beast in comparison to the first two beasts? 
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The rise of the Grecian Empire is characterized by the great speed in 
which Alexander the Great made his conquests.  He began by defeating 
the Medo-Persians in 334 at 21 years of age and expanded his territory 
to include the entirety of the Medo-Persian Empire, Greece, and 
additional parts of Saudi Arabia.  He died at the ripe old age of 33 after 
reportedly grieving that there were no more worlds to conquer.   
 
The four heads and wings of the leopard indicates the division of the 
Grecian Empire among Alexander’s four most powerful generals: 
Cassander ruled in Macedon, Lysimachus in Thrace, Seleucus in 
Mesopotamia and Iran, and Ptolemy in the Levant and Egypt.  We will learn much more about Alexander’s 
conquests and the events that transpired within the Greek Empire in future chapters of Daniel. 
 
The fourth beast: Roman Empire 
The fourth and final beast Daniel observes coming out of the sea will 
present our greatest challenge to date.  Identifying the beast as the Roman 
Empire is not difficult.  However, interpreting the details revealed about the 
beast is the source of much dispute between the various schools of 
prophetic interpretation.  Before we dive into this prophecy, we’ll look at an 
essential interpretive principle for understanding Daniel and also discuss 
three perspectives on this prophecy we will consider throughout the 
remainder of this lesson.  Please remember that end-time prophecy is 
probably the most challenging subject in all of Scripture and the author is 
also in the learning mode.  I reserve the right to be wrong and to change 
my mind!  We should handle this subject delicately, respectfully, and most importantly, with a mind open to 
the Word of God as illuminated to us by His Spirit! 
 
An Important Interpretive Principle 
There is one principle of prophetic interpretation we should understand before we embark into this passage: 
developmental fulfillment.  Developmental fulfillment, according to Dr. Henry Virkler

2
, “refers to the 

accomplishment of generalized, comprehensive prophecy in several progressive stages.”  Read Genesis 
3:15, John 12:31-32, Romans 16:20, Revelations 20:3, 10.  What progression do we see here?     
 
 
 
 
 
We will see this principle applied as we navigate the passage on Daniel and then look to Revelation to gain 
additional insight.  It is almost as if Daniel sees things from a distance while John (in Revelation) gets a closer 
look or a “zoom in” on various aspects of the beast.  Please keep in mind that even within these three 
divisions, there is much room for difference in opinion.  It is my intention to cover the prevalent viewpoint of 
each perspective.   
 
Three Perspectives 
It is not possible to cover every perspective on Daniel’s vision of the fourth beast.  On the portions of the 
prophecy that are often interpreted differently (and there are many), we will approach the interpretation from 
three perspectives: the preterist, historicist, and futurist.   
 

Preterist Perspective: Preterists generally believe that most, if not all events of Biblical prophecy, including 
the events of Revelation, occurred by the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD or later at the fall of the Roman Empire 
in 476 AD.  Thus, in their opinion, the events of Daniel 7 occurred over 1,500 years ago.  Preterists interpret 
much of Daniel and Revelation in a symbolic manner. 
 

                                                           
2
 Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation  - Henry Virkler, Baker Books © 1981 (p. 200)  
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Historical Perspective: Historicists teach a chronological progression of end-time events throughout 
Christian history that will be culminated in the visible second coming of Jesus Christ.  Thus historicists find 
themselves interpreting events of history in light of portions of Daniel and Revelation, while anticipating the 
fulfillment of end-time prophecies that have not yet occurred.  Historicists interpret end-time prophecy in a 
much more literal manner than Preterists, yet still understand some portions to be symbolic. 
 
Futurist Perspective: Futurists look forward to find the fulfillment of much of the prophecies about the 
fourth beast.  This believe system has become very popular over the last 100 years.  Futurists interpret 
much of Daniel and Revelation literally.   

 
Having learned an important interpretive principle and reviewed the three perspectives we will consider, let us 
begin to study the fourth beast.  We will use verses seven and eight of Daniel 7 as our scriptural platform.  
However, we will pull in additional description Daniel gave of the beast in verses 19 and 21 as well as the 
interpretation given by the angel in verses 23 through 25.  We will also frequently use passages from 
Daniel 2, and Revelation 13 and 17.   
 
The Appearance of the Fourth Beast 
Let’s begin by reexamining verse 7. 
Daniel 7:7 – “After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong 
exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the 
feet of it: and it [was] diverse from all the beasts that [were] before it; and it had ten horns.” 
 
Daniel’s initial description of the beast sets it apart from the three prior beasts.  In fact, he emphatically states 
that the fourth beast is different than those before it.  What immediately strikes you about this description? 
  
 
 
Why is it important that the beast had iron teeth? 
  
 
 
Let’s now look at two other passages in this chapter that provide additional information and Daniel’s 
interpretation of the fourth kingdom from Daniel 2. 
Daniel 7:19 – “Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all the others, 
exceeding dreadful, whose teeth [were of] iron, and his nails [of] brass; [which] devoured, brake in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with his feet;” 
 
Daniel 7:23 – “Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse 
from all kingdoms...” 
 
Daniel 2:40-41 – “And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and 
subdueth all [things]: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. And whereas thou 
sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be 
in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay.” 
 
What additional detail do we learn from these two passages?  What could it mean? 
  
 
 
 
Within Daniel, we see the principle of Developmental Fulfillment, discussed earlier.  The vision from Chapter 2 
provides one level of detail.  Chapter 7 gives us a bit more information.  Now let’s look to a passage from 
Revelation 13 that will provide us with even greater detail.  Remember that this is a “zoom in” on this beast 
and additional detail will be provided that we do not have in Daniel 7.   
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Revelation 13:1-2 – “And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having 
seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.  
And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as [the feet] of a bear, and his mouth as 
the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.” 
 
At first glance, you may question whether the beast John witnesses in Revelation 13 is the same beast from 
Daniel 2.  At this point, take it as a matter of faith.  As we continue to study both passages, we will see 
important ties between the two beasts that will likely convince you that they are one and the same.  What 
additional detail is provided in Revelation that Daniel does not either see or write down? 
  
 
 
The beast of Revelation is a compilation of three other animals.  Discuss the following questions:  

1.) What is the significance of these three animals?   
  

 
2.) Why is the beast composed in this manner?  (Ex: Why a bear’s paws instead of a bear’s mouth?) 

  
 
 

 
3.) Do you see any allusion to this composition in Daniel 7:19? 

  
 
 

 
We now better understand why Daniel found the fourth beast to be “dreadful, terrible, and strong 
exceedingly”.  Our next step is to take this understanding and set forth some expectations for the fourth 
kingdom.  What might they be? 
  
 
 
The Actions of the Fourth Beast 
Continuing on Daniel 7:7, he notes that the beast, “… devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue 
with the feet of it…” The “residue” is the remnant of the previous empires: Babylonia, Medo-Persia, and 
Greece.  He again notes it twice in this chapter and also in Daniel 2: 
 
Daniel 7:19 – “Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all the others, 
exceeding dreadful, whose teeth [were of] iron, and his nails [of] brass; [which] devoured, brake in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with his feet;” 
 
Daniel 7:23 – “Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse 
from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces.” 
 
Daniel 2:40 – “And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and 
subdueth all [things]: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise.” 
   
Additionally, we read in Revelation 13:2, “… and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great 
authority.”  The dragon in this passage is almost universally considered to be Satan himself.  Based on the 
above, we should expect a very cruel and powerful kingdom with far reaching dominion. 
 
The conquests of the Roman Empire, beginning with the occupation of Sicily in 241 B.C. and reaching its 
height in 117 A.D.  Walvoord notes, “… the Roman empire was ruthless in its destruction of civilizations and 
peoples, killing captives by thousands and selling them into slavery by the hundreds of thousands.”  If you 
look back to the overlay map on page one, you will notice that the Roman Empire completely engulfed the 
Mediterranean Sea and spread its tentacles across much of the civilized world. 
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The Ten Horns 
The next detail about the fourth beast Daniel shares are the ten horns upon the head of the beast.   
 
Daniel 7:20 – “And of the ten horns that [were] in his head...” 
 
Daniel 7:24 – “And the ten horns out of this kingdom [are] ten kings [that] shall arise: and another shall rise 
after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings.” 
 
Revelation 13:1 – “And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having 
seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.”   
 
Revelation 17:7-18 – “And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of 
the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns. The beast that thou 
sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell 
on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, 
when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. And here [is] the mind which hath wisdom. The 
seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. And there are seven kings: five are fallen, 
and one is, [and] the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. And the 
beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition. And the ten 
horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings 
one hour with the beast. These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. These 
shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: 
and they that are with him [are] called, and chosen, and faithful. And he saith unto me, The waters which thou 
sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. And the ten horns 
which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and 
shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and 
give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. And the woman which thou sawest 
is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.” 
 
Daniel 7:24 gives us the first insight into the ten horns upon the head of the beast.  They represent ten kings.  
This ties together with the beast from Revelation 13:1, which had ten crowns upon the ten horns, consistent 
with their identity as ten kings.  Based on the additional information given in Revelation 17, we can make the 
following assertions about the ten kings:  
 

1.) The ten kings had not yet received __________ at the time of the writing of Revelation. 
 
2.) The ten kings will rule at the _______  ________, not in a succession. 
 
3.) The ten kings will give their power and strength to the __________. 
 
4.) The ten kings will make _______ with the Lamb, but will lose. 
 
5.) The ten kings will eventually make war with the ________ that rides upon the beast. 

 
Now that we have identified some of the clear teachings of these prophetic passages, we move into an 
attempt to apply these principles to reality.  We will see how each prophetic viewpoint: Preterist, Historicist, 
and Futurist, applies these teachings.   
 

Preterist Perspective: Remember that Preterists believe the events of spoken of here in Daniel occurred 
by the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD.  Preterists identify the 10 kings as governors of Roman provinces that 
composed the Roman Empire.  One of the chief complaints against this position is that history records more 
than ten provinces within the Roman Empire.  At one point in time there were over twenty.  The Preterists 
interpret the number ten symbolically and would cite Daniel 1:14 and 1:20 as two instances in which they 
believe the number ten is used as a round number to mean “several” or “many”.  This is an obvious source 
of debate between the Preterist, Historicist, and Futurist schools of interpretation.  With this in mind, let’s 
look at the five statements made above in light of the Preterist position: 
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1.) The ten kings had not yet received power at the time of the writing of Revelation:   

 
 
 
 
 
   

 
2.) The ten kings will rule at the same time, not in a succession:   
 

 
3.) The ten kings will give their power and strength to the beast:   

 
 
 

4.) The ten kings will make war with the Lamb, but will lose:   
 
 
 

5.) The ten kings will eventually make war with the whore that rides upon the beast:   
 
 
 
 

 
Historicist Perspective:  Remember that Historicists stretch the fulfillment of this prophecy over a much 
longer period of time.  Rather than identifying the ten kings as the heads of the Roman provinces that 
existed during the time of the Roman government, Historicists identify them as the ten concurrent kingdoms 
which formed after the breakup of the Roman Empire.  The following is one of the possible lists of the ten 
resultant kingdoms: 
 

Kingdom Modern Equivalent 

Alamanni  

Ostrogoths  

Visigoths  

Vandals  

Suevi  

Burgundians  

Heruli  

Anglo-Saxons  

Lombards  

Franks  

 
There are other different lists of kingdoms resulting from the breakup of Rome.  Obviously, they are not all 
correct.  We must remember that when specifics are given in Biblical prophecy, it is essentially a snapshot 
of a particular period of history.  For example, in studying the third beast, the Grecian Empire, we noticed 
that the beast had four heads.  We identified these as the four generals that took control of the Grecian 
Empire upon Alexander the Great’s death.  There is a bit more to the story, however.  The Grecian Empire 
first broke into six pieces under six generals.  However, two of them were quickly defeated and their lands 
annexed into the remaining four territories.  These four territories lasted for quite awhile.  However, the 
Seleucids conquered the regions of Thrace and Bythinia, leaving only a fragment of Greece independent.  
The final form of the Grecian Empire, prior to the time of the Roman Empire, included only three territories.  
From this, we see that the Biblical prophecy was accurate, but did not present the entirety of Grecian 
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history.  It was only a snapshot of a certain period of time.  We should carry these interpretive allowances 
forward into our study of the fourth beast. 
 
Let’s now look at how Historicists interpret the five principles we found from our study of the ten kings.   
 

1.) The ten kings had not yet received power at the time of the writing of Revelation:   
 
 

 
2.) The ten kings will rule at the same time, not in a succession:   
 

 
3.) The ten kings will give their power and strength to the beast:   

 
 
 

4.) The ten kings will make war with the Lamb, but will lose:   
 
 
 

5.) The ten kings will eventually make war with the whore that rides upon the beast:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Futurist Perspective:  The Futurists are looking forward to the time of the ten kings.  They believe that the 
revived Roman Empire will consist of ten kingdoms that will be under one centralized authority, the seat of 
the Antichrist.  Many futurists look to the formation of the European Economic and Monetary Union (EMU) 
as the precursor to these events.  At this time, there are over twenty nations participating in the EMU, so it 
is anticipated that there will be some national consolidation or succession prior to the rise of the Antichrist.    
 

1.) The ten kings had not yet received power at the time of the writing of Revelation:   
 
 

 
2.) The ten kings will rule at the same time, not in a succession:   
 

 
3.) The ten kings will give their power and strength to the beast:   

 
 
 

4.) The ten kings will make war with the Lamb, but will lose:   
 
 
 
 

5.) The ten kings will eventually make war with the whore that rides upon the beast:   
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The Little Horn (Antichrist) 
 
Daniel 7:8 – “I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before 
whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn [were] eyes like the 
eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.” 
 
Daniel 7:20-22 – “And of the ten horns that [were] in his head, and [of] the other which came up, and before 
whom three fell; even [of] that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look [was] 
more stout than his fellows. I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against 
them;  Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time 
came that the saints possessed the kingdom.” 
 
Daniel 7:24-26 – “And the ten horns out of this kingdom [are] ten kings [that] shall arise: and another shall rise 
after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings. And he shall speak [great] 
words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and 
laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. But the judgment 
shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy [it] unto the end.” 
 
The topic of Antichrist is vast and we will be looking at a number of places in Scripture that give us insight into 
the character and actions of Antichrist.  Re-read the passages above as well as the passages listed below.  
Fill in the blanks and write in the passage(s) that substantiates each statement, along with any notes you 
might like to make. 
 
1 John 2:18-19, 4:3;  2 John 1:7; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12, Revelation 13:1-16 
 

1.) Three horns were uprooted before the little horn 
  
  

2.) The horn has the eyes of a man  
  
  

3.) The horn has a mouth speaking great (blasphemous) things 
  
  

4.) The horn’s look was more stout (larger in appearance) than his fellows, different from the first 
  
  

5.) The horn made war with the saints for a time, times and the dividing of time 
  
  

6.) The horn will seek to change times and laws 
  
  

7.) May have fallen away from the truth / apostatized 
  
  

8.) He will be attested by power, signs, and lying wonders 
  

 
9.) His work is in accordance with the activities of Satan 

  
 
10.) He will be wounded, as if dead, and then be amazingly healed 
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11.) Will seek to be worshipped as God 
  
 

12.) Many of those who do not know Christ will be fooled into worshipping him. 
  

 
13.) He will sit in the temple of God 

  
 

14.) A false prophet will attest to his identity and cause others to worship him 
  
  

15.) The restrainer holds back his coming 
  

 
16.) The mark of Antichrist (666) will be required to buy and sell at some point during his reign 

  
 

Feel free to jot down any additional points you would like to track as we proceed now into the different 
interpretations of end-time events.   
 
 

 
 
  

Preterist Perspective: Remember again that Preterists believe the events of spoken of here in Daniel 
occurred by the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD.  Preterists believe that the Roman Emperor Nero was the 
Antichrist and therefore look to his life and reign as the fulfillment of these prophecies. 

 
1.) Three horns were uprooted before the little horn 

  
  

2.) The horn has the eyes of a man  
  
  

3.) The horn has a mouth speaking great (blasphemous) things 
  
  

4.) The horn’s look was more stout (larger in appearance) than his fellows, different from the first 
  
  

5.) The horn made war with the saints for a time, times and the dividing of time 
    
  

6.) The horn will seek to change times and laws 
  
  

7.) May have fallen away from the truth / apostatized 
  
  

8.) He will be attested by power, signs, and lying wonders 
  

 
9.) His work is in accordance with the activities of Satan 
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10.) He will be wounded, as if dead, and then be amazingly healed 
  

 
11.) Will seek to be worshipped as God 

   
 

12.) Many of those who do not know Christ will be fooled into worshipping him. 
  

 
13.) He will sit in the temple of God 

   
 

14.) A false prophet will attest to his identity and cause others to worship him 
  
  

15.) The restrainer holds back his coming 
    

 
16.) The mark of Antichrist (666) will be required to buy and sell at some point during his reign 

  
 

Historicist Perspective:  This perspective places us in the midst of the fulfillment of these passages.  
Historicists uniformly identify the office of the Pope (Papacy) as Antichrist. 

 
1.) Three horns were uprooted before the little horn 

  
 
 
 
 
  

2.) The horn has the eyes of a man  
  
  

3.) The horn has a mouth speaking great (blasphemous) things 
 

 
 
 

  
4.) The horn’s look was more stout (larger in appearance) than his fellows, different from the first 

  
  

5.) The horn made war with the saints for a time, times and the dividing of time 
  
 
 
 
  

6.) The horn will seek to change times and laws 
  
 
  

7.) May have fallen away from the truth / apostatized 
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8.) He will be attested by power, signs, and lying wonders 

  
 
 
 
 

 
9.) His work is in accordance with the activities of Satan 

  
 
 

 
10.) He will be wounded, as if dead, and then be amazingly healed 

  
 
 
 

 
11.) Will seek to be worshipped as God 

     
 

12.) Many of those who do not know Christ will be fooled into worshipping him. 
  

 
13.) He will sit in the temple of God 

  
 
 

14.) A false prophet will attest to his identity and cause others to worship him 
  
 
  

15.) The restrainer holds back his coming 
  

 
16.) The mark of Antichrist (666) will be required to buy and sell at some point during his reign 

  
 

 
Futurist Perspective: From this perspective, all of these events have yet to be fulfilled.  Futurists look 
toward the rise of a singular man to fulfill the office of Antichrist until Christ’s return. 
 

1.) Three horns were uprooted before the little horn 
  
  

2.) The horn has the eyes of a man  
  
  

3.) The horn has a mouth speaking great (blasphemous) things 
   
  

4.) The horn’s look was more stout (larger in appearance) than his fellows, different from the first 
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5.) The horn made war with the saints for a time, times and the dividing of time 
  
  

6.) The horn will seek to change times and laws 
  
  

7.) May have fallen away from the truth / apostatized 
  
  

8.) He will be attested by power, signs, and lying wonders 
   

 
9.) His work is in accordance with the activities of Satan 

  
 
10.) He will be wounded, as if dead, and then be amazingly healed 

  
 
11.) Will seek to be worshipped as God 

  
 

12.) Many of those who do not know Christ will be fooled into worshipping him. 
  

 
13.) He will sit in the temple of God 

   
 

14.) A false prophet will attest to his identity and cause others to worship him 
  
  

15.) The restrainer holds back his coming 
  
 

 
16.) The mark of Antichrist (666) will be required to buy and sell at some point during his reign 

  
 
What are some of the strengths and weaknesses of the viewpoints from your perspective? 
 

Preterist: 
 
 
 
Historicist: 
 
 
 
Futurist: 

 
 
 
If you were to study this issue further on your own, where would you start?  What would some of your 
questions be? 
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7:9-10 – The Court was Set… 
“I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, 
and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. 
A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.”  
 
What thrones were cast down?  See Matthew 19:28, 1 Corinthians 6:2-3, and Revelation 2:26-27 
    
 
Who is the Ancient of Days?  See Psalms 102:24-25 
   
 
What is the significance of His white garments?  See 1 John 1:5 and Mark 9:3 
  
 
What is the significance of the throne being like a fiery flame?  See Psalms 97:1-3 
  
 
When viewed together, we get a very clear picture of perfect righteous judgment coming from God the Father.  
He is the Ancient of Days, and therefore is qualified to judge as the omniscient, omnipresent one.  He is 
perfectly righteous, meaning that His judgment is pure and true and without the bias of sin.  He also has the 
authority and power to judge, as indicated by the fire of His throne.  With these qualities, His judgment is just 
and eternal.  
 

7:11-12 – Judgment from the Fiery Throne 
“I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was 
slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame. As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had 
their dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time.”  
 
Hebrews 10:37 states, “For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.”  The 
Scriptures also state in 2

nd
 Peter that the Lord isn’t going to renege on His promise to return and carry out His 

judgment, but is patient, desiring that none should perish but that all be saved.  This passage in Daniel gives 
us a preview of the meting out of the Lord’s wrath against Antichrist.   
 
The Fate of the First Three Beasts 
This passage is a bit confusing at first, because it appears to almost be a side note used to clarify the fate of 
the first three beasts.  It isn’t really chronological in nature, but is more of a way of completing the thought of 
the judgment upon the beasts.  The fourth beast came to a ruinous end.  What happened to the first three?  
Let’s start by seeking to understand what the “dominion” is that they lost. 
 
Dominion –   
 
 
 
 
What dominion did the first three beasts lose? 
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For a season and a time -   
 
   
  
The three original kingdoms currently exist as separate countries: Babylonia as Iraq; Medo-Persia as Iran; 
and Greece.  Each remain sovereign, separate countries, but none of them are now world powers.  The 
dominion of the first was taken away at the advent of the second kingdom, but the first country still existed 
under the reign of the second kingdom.  This continued in like fashion until today.  We are still in the time of 
the fourth empire.  The lives of the first three have continued as we are in the midst of the “season and time” 
until the final annihilation of the fourth and final kingdom, which will occur at the gathering of all nations before 
the Lord, spoken of in Matthew 25.     
 

7:13-14 – Presentation of the Son of Man 
“I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to 
the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and 
a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.”  
 
This passage seems to be a chronological departure from the previous visions.  It is highly prophetic in that it 
is the only place in the Old Testament to use the term "Son of man" to refer to Jesus.  Obviously, this was a 
favorite title of Jesus during His ministry.  This must therefore be a significant Old Testament passage.  We 
see Jesus coming up to God the Father (Ancient of Days) and receiving the kingdom.  This isn't the saint's 
receipt of the kingdom (a separate event discussed in verse 22).  This is Jesus' receipt of three things: 

1. Dominion; 
2. Glory; and a 
3. Kingdom. 

  
When did (or will) this event occur? 
In my studies, I have come up with a few possibilities to consider.  Discuss the pros and cons of each. 
 
1.) At the Mount of Transfiguration – See Matthew 16:13-17:9 and Luke 9:18-36 
  
 
 
 
2.) The Ascension after the Resurrection but before His appearance to the Disciples – see John 20:17-18  
  
 
 
 
3.) The Ascension after the giving of the Great Commission – see Acts 1:10-11 
  
 
 
 
4.) Some time in the future  
  
 
  
 
The Characteristics of the Kingdom 
This passage gives us insight into the characteristics of the Kingdom that Jesus inherits: 

1. All people, nations, and languages will serve Him; and 
2. His kingdom will be perpetual throughout all time and will never be destroyed. 
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Do you see a similarity between the kingdom and the Church? – see Matthew 16:18, 28:18-20, and 24:14 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:18, 21-22, 26-27 – The Saints inherit the Kingdom 
vs. 18 – “But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for 
ever and ever.” 
 
vs. 21-22 – “I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; Until the 
Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the 
saints possessed the kingdom.” 
 
vs. 26-27 – “But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it 
unto the end. And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, 
shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all 
dominions shall serve and obey him.” 
 
These passages provide us with two things: an additional event (the saints receiving the kingdom) and a time 
link to the events described earlier in the chapter.  Apparently, the reign of Antichrist continues until: 

1. Jesus receives the kingdom; and  
2. He comes in glory and the saints receive the kingdom.   
 

Read Matthew 25:31-46.  Does it further describe what we read in Daniel 7:18, 21-22?  If so how?   
  
 
 
 
The judgment spoken of in verse 26 was first spoken of in verse 10 of Daniel 7.  The dominion taken away is 
that of Antichrist.  A reference is made in verse 27 to all dominions being subject to the kingdom of Christ.  
This harmonizes with 1 Corinthians 15:25, which says, “For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under 
his feet.”  We know from Hebrews 2:8, that this has not yet happened, but we have this sure word of prophecy 
that it will and God will reign. 
 

7:28 – The End of the Vision 
“Hitherto is the end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my cogitations much troubled me, and my countenance 
changed in me: but I kept the matter in my heart.” 

 
Why do you think Daniel was so troubled at the visions the Lord allowed him to see? 
  
 
 
 
 

Summary 
The preceding chapters of Daniel set the stage for this amazing piece of Biblical prophecy.  The overall theme 
of Daniel is: God is in Control.  Our faith has been strengthened by seeing God’s hand in Daniel’s life and the 
Lord has built upon that by sharing His plan for the kingdoms of this world.  As the Apostle John said after 
seeing the revelations given to him by the Lord, “…Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” (Revelation 22:20) 
 


